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Introduction

The attitude of community towards the woman has a great social significance in
any society. Therefore, any attempt to assess the status of women in the society should
ideally start from the social /i"etwork, social structurc, cultural nOnTlS,and value systems.
These are the important detenninants of women's roles and their position in any society.
Women in India:

The image?f women in society is fast changing, but it hat been difficult to define
clearly or describe the changing shape ofthe linage. First of all, here, we shall briefly
discuss about the role differentiation amongst the men and women in Indian content.
Role differentiation:

Indian society implicitly accepts a sharp distinction between men's spheres and
women's spheres and between masculine roles and feminine roles. Women are prunarily
associated with the home and men with the outside world. As home-makers, women
are expected to look after domestic chores, such as cooking and serving food, rearing
children, cleaning the house etc. Women's contribution to produce activities or to actual
earning ofthe family, varies at different socio-economic levels in di"fferentregions. Thus
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women, whether they work at construction sites or those who are engaged in house hold
industries, or in white collar jobs, they are expected as home makers along with those
who confine themselves exclusively to home making activities
Therefore, 'housewife's and 'mothers' are considered as the feminine roles. In the cultural
understanding,

home making like child bearing and also chilled rearing can not be

distinguished from ferninity. In other words these are sex-linked roles for women. But
according to German Borcelle "the important of women's contribution to life should not
be limited to only family life but also to community and national life as well. "( 1) This
means apart from home making women also have a significant role in the national building
as well. Through out the ages women have been performing tasks in their homes and
taking part in various economic activities whether remunerated or not. Moreover, their
working day it longer than that of their husbands. Because they are the first to rise in the
morning and last to go to bed at night. Further, by and large manual work for one's own
house is to be done by women, as they are considered derogatory for men.
Cultural traditions:
Women's work in the home such as food preparation, cleaning, Child rearing
etc. may be universal in each society, but it is shaped by cultural traditions. We will
examine how Indian culture has influenced women's roles in the home and how these
roles vary across class, caste, religion and region. According to Ashish Bose "Indian
culture, has often been described as having hierarchical world - view is grounded in the
caste system of Hinduism," The caste system is composed of a number of social segments
I.e. Jaties (Castes), but those are of unequal ritual status. Jati is an endogeuous group.
Jatimembers must follow nonllS to preserve their ritual status. Hierarchy also characterizes
the nonns for relations between the sexes.
Variation in women's roles:
We have seen that cultural traditions playa significant role in shaping the women's
role in Society. But according to ShahA,M,
'The most restrictive traditions are applied to high Casts Hindu woman (Bralnnin),.,

.

Woman from the lower castes and classes played more essential economic roles than
their high caste sisters, in consequences they enjoyed more independence but often faced
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a daily struggle forresistance along with their male counterparts. Customs ofthe lower
castes include divorce and widow remarriage,"
Therefore, Ross Aileen and Sylvia Yetuk say that in some castes the customs of
bride price paid by the groom's family among the lower castes be observed. Some
scholars, who have studied women's roles in the Indian family to-day, conclude that In
spite of post-independence reforms, cultural traditions continue to be strong, and urban
residence does not necessarily alter family roles. Other scholars believe that women's
dependence on men and sex segregation are lessening.
The observation of some scholars that in post-Independence

period, women's

dependency on men is lessening it mainly because at present the Indian Society is in
transition end leaning towards modemization.
Objectives:
1. To study why women want to become economically independent.
2. To examine the advantages of self employment.

\

3. To understand the problem of women who are earning out of private business at home,
Methodology

I

In traditional Indian society, Women earning working outside the home were not
given proper status. On the contrary the attitude of the Society towards them was
prejudiced. Changc is the law of nature and society is not an exception to it. I! is ever
changing. Needs ofthe human beings also changed with the change in the Society.
Education played an important role to change the attitude of people in various spheres of
life, but in traditional Indian society women were not pennitted to take education.
Therefore, the literacy percentage of women was very less. In course of time, after
Independence, due to the modem educational policies accepted by Government oflndia
the literacy percentage of women increased and the attitude of women towards their life
as well as the male members ofthe society also changed. Further, women tried to become
economically independent. Hence we see to-day that a number of women are engaged in
different types ofJobs, but it is difficult for all educated women to get an employment.
Therefore, it is batter for those women who have taken education or training in specific
field to use their training or skill inside the home foreaming rather than going outside of

11\
'Uft'A."

RNI. MAHMUL 131212010

UNIVERSAL RESEARCH ANALYSIS

Vol. IV,lsSUII:1 I,Mar.2011

2229-4406
toAug.2011

ISSN

r-o::.I

t..!2.J

the home. Then only the problem of unemployment will be solved to some extent.
Therefore, I feel that self-employment is one of the best ways to reduce the serious
problem of unemployment.
Hypothesis:
(I) Women want to supplement their family income through earning out of private business
at home.
(2) Educated women are more inclined to earn through private business at hone rather
than uneducated.
Findings:
All women respondents are opposed to early marriage of girls and they are
aware about the necessity of giving education to girls. The welcome sign which I have
found that 94 par cent of women respondents are against the taking and giving of dowry.
It is also observed from my sample that women respondents are oftraditionallaw regarding
inter-caste marriage. However the sample shows that majority of women respondents
are politically aware. They are also aware of their status in family and in society. They
want freedom in all spheres of life. Lastly I have observed that maximum women
'respondents are in favor of co-education.

I.

Gennaine Borcelle: Jobs for Women -a plea for quality of opportunity; Technical
Education, VoctionalTraining and Employment. UNESCO Publication, Switzerland.

P-5.
2.

Dr Khanna Girija and MariannnaA varghecs: Indian women to-day; Vikas Pub.
House New Delhi,P-I 06.

3.

BoseAshish:ADemographic

profile, Devaki Jain(ed) 'Indian Women' Publication

Division, Ministryoflnfonnation

and Broadcasting, Govt oflndia, New Delhi-

PP-154-156.
4.

Lebra J Paulson Joy and Everest Jana (ED): Women and Work in India, Continuty
and change, Promilla and Co. P-25.

1'iZll.
I::ti

VitA -UNIVERSAL

5.

IIlfifllE""""I)"
,j1f~'ftv
"
go ,rpijl
i,

RESEARCH

ANALYSIS

R!tt;~~J1~N;

RNI. MAHMUL

13/212010

ISSN 2229-440GIQ";'l

Vol. IV, IssUEI :11,
Mar.2011toAug,2011

t..1l.J

Shah A.M: the Household dimension ofthe family in India, (Beakeley University of
California Press), Quated by Lebra Jouce, Paulson Joy and Eveyelt Jana (ED)
Women and Work in India, Continuty and change, Promilla and Co. P-28.

6.

See for example: Role Aileen:the Hindu Familyin itsurban setting; (Toranto: university
ofToranto Press) Sylvia vatul: kinship and urbanization (Beakeley University of
California Press).

7.

Report of committee on the status of women in india, Towards equality; Department
of social welfare, Ministry of Education and Social welfare, GoY! oflndia, New
Delhi-P-89.

8.

Dr Khanna Girija and MariammaA varghees: Indian women to-day; Vil(as Pub.
House New Delhi,P-I08.

9.

Dr Khanna Girija and MariammaAvarghees:

lndian women to-day; Vikas Pub.

House New Delhi,P-118.
10.

Raghunath Safaya: Current Problems in Indin Education; published by Dhanpat
Rai and sons, Jullundur, and Delhi 1st Ed. P-225.

II.

S.K. Kochhar: pivotal issues in Indian Education; sterling pub. Pvt. Ltd. New
Delhi, Bangaluru. P-225.

12.

Quated by: Nayak and Pinto: Towards selfreliance income generation for women,
lSI programme for women's development, New Delhi, P-2.

13.

V.K. Kohli: currenct problems oflndian education,(Moderan Indian education
and its problems), published by Krishna Brothers, Jullundur, 7th edition P-266.

14.

Jassie B. Tellis: NAyak and slme costa, pinto(ED)Towards selfrelience income
generation for women; 1st programme for women's development, New Delhi, Sgt
Prachar, Indore P-1.

!

